NEWSLETTER OF THE BERKSHIRE INSTITUTE

FOR LIFETIME LEARNING

Spring 2002 Semester

The Curriculum Committee has once again put together an exciting and var-
ied array of courses and lecturers to “whet” your appetite. Seventeen courses
will be offered at several locations: BCC Main Campus, Canyon Ranch, Clark
Art Institute, Simon’s Rock College of Bard, and Williams College. Courses be-
gin on April 15 and run through May 29. Refer to the catalog for exact times
and dates. The courses and locations are:

MONDAY - BCC Main Campus, Pittsfield
Globalization: Menace or Opportunity? — Willis A.
Bussard

Today’s Headlines: News of the Week — Phil Lewis,
Moderator

Moral and Ethical Issues in a Changing World —
H. Sandick, Moderator, R. Allardyce, P. Arlos,

H. Greenstein, I. Kronenberg, N. Nejaime, E. Vines,
R. Weingarten

Egypt: The Amarna Period — Lenore O. Congdon

TUESDAY - Williamstown

At the Faculty House, 968 Main Street
Landmark Supreme Court Cases — Gary ]. Jacobsohn, Mark T. Reinhardt

At the Clark Art Institute

Biography III: Saints and Sinners — G.T. Crane, J. Lowell, M. MacDonald,
J.E. Mahon, Jr., [. Newton, J. Stern

The Vienna Connection — B. Allen, L.E. Heon, R. Rand, D. M. Rothschild

Deborah Rothschild, Lecturer

WEDNESDAY - BCC Main Campus, Pittsfield

The World of Wilde — Diane Hitter

Classic American Short Stories — Mario Caluori

Architecture: From Victorianism to the Death of Modernism — Abraham
Sperling

THURSDAY - Simon’s Rock College, Great
Barrington

The Dynamic Earth — Michael Bergman

The Sounds and Development of Modern Jazz -
Karl Easton

American Modernism — Bernard F. Rodgers, Jr.
Looking Inward: 6 Sessions in Wisdom — Andrew
Flaxman

FRIDAY - BCC Main Campus, Pittsfield
Theatre of the Absurd - Margaret Dietemann
Let’s Go to the Movies — Ruth Levin

»
Phil Lewis, Moderator

FRIDAY- Canyon Ranch, Lenox
Future Medicine - S. Beling, C. Johnson Geyer, M. Heyman, M. Liponis

Special Events
for 2002

March 16: Boston Ballet - Wang
Center, Boston

April 10: Pequot Museum and
Research Center — Mashantucket, CT

May 15: New York Botanical
Gardens — New York

June 18: New Britain Museum of
American Art — New Britain, CT
Hillstead Museum & Gardens ~
Farmington, CT

June 27: Ron K. Brown/Evidence —
Jacob’s Pillow, MA

October 6: King of Hearts -
Goodspeed Opera House, East
Haddam, CT

October 26: Walden Pond and
Concord, MA

November 17-19: Salem and
Marblehead, MA (2 nights)

WEDNESDAY
March 13, 2002

7 pm at the Quality Inn, Lenox

What’s your game? Bridge,
Scrabble, Backgammon?
Come and have fun with other
B.I.L.L. members.

$6 pp — includes coffee and cake
For reservations call
413-499-4660, Ext. 456
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Mamma Mia!

On a rainy October 20, B.L.LL.L.

members headed off to Boston in two
buses. To pass the time, they viewed
the fall foliage or watched one of the
videos provided, That’s Dancing! or
That's Entertainment! Because the buses
arrived early, some members took a
walk to the Public Garden while
others made a quick visit to the
Newbury Street stores.

At noon we met at Maggiano’s
Restaurant for a family style Italian
lunch, and then walked to the Colo-
nial Theater to see Mamma Mia!, a
musical based on 27 ABBA songs.
Although many of us had to ask our
children what or who ABBA was, we
enjoyed the lively music and dancing.

Thanks to Rose Foster, Liz Katz,
Sue Gorham, and Arline Breskin for
arranging this trip. — Eileen Linton

Convocation
May 29, 2002

Bernard R. Rodgers, Jr.,, Vice Presi-
dent and Dean of Bard College and
the Dean of Simon’s Rock College of
Bard in Great Barrington since 1987,
will be the speaker at B.I.L.L.s Convo-
cation on May 29 which will take place
at BCC in Room K111 at 1 p.m.

Before coming to Simon’s Rock, Dr.
Rodgers was a special assistant to the
chancellor of the City Colleges of
Chicago and an assistant director of the
Commission of Institutions of Higher
Education of the North Central Asso-
ciation of Colleges and Schools. He is
the author of Philip Roth and Philip
Roth: A Bibliography and has published
essays and reviews on modern and
contemporary American literature
and culture.
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President’s Message

This is a very exciting time for B.I.L.L.!

Simon’s Rock College of Bard has now joined Williams College and Berkshire
Community College to become our third sponsor school. This, in conjunction
with our recently developed close relationship with the Clark Art Institute,
provides an exceptionally strong underpinning for our cultural and educational
programs well into the future.

I am equally pleased to report that the Board of Directors has accepted many
of the recommendations of the Long Range Planning Committee. A summary
will be included in our first Annual Report to be available at the end of our fiscal
year; this Annual Report being one of the recommendations.

Also included in the recommendations were steps to broaden the scope of
high quality educational opportunities, to improve curriculum and facility
scheduling, and to improve opportunities for member interaction and partici-
pation. A new Extended Travel Committee has been created and steps taken to
achieve a better understanding of the demographics, capabilities, and interests
of the membership. We reviewed our relationships with sponsors and aftiliated
institutions, facility needs, and financial and administrative structures.

We are indebted to these Committees and to the Board for the patient and
extended efforts they made to deal with the myriad of complex and sometimes
controversial issues. Clear to all of us was that we have a very stable, very successful
platform from which to explore new, exciting concepts aimed at enhancing the
value of membership.

The fall ‘01 semester was very strong and very well attended. The Special
Events programs, including the annual New Year’s Brunch, were exceptionally
well organized and many were over-subscribed. The winter ‘02 semester smashed
all previous records for winter registrations (up over 70 percent), and the new
concepts for scheduling spring ‘02 courses should allow a record number of
registrants to participate in a very rich educational program. Field trips are also
on the schedule. For the first time, our winter film program was held at the
Triplex Cinema, and an active program of member social events was implemented.
The editorial and artistic quality of the catalogs and B.I.L.L.BOARD continue
our focus on quality in all we do.

We look forward with great anticipation to the Annual Meeting at the end of
May with our outstanding guest speaker Dr. Bernard F. Rodgers, Jr., Vice President
and Dean of Simon’s Rock College of Bard.

This is a great time to be part of B.ILL.L. Its importance as a meaningtul part
of the cultural and educational life of the Berkshires is increasingly being recog-
nized in the community. The key to it all remains the members who actively
staff the volunteer committees that make B.L.L.L. run. Why not join them?
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Thank You,
Quality Inn

B.LLL.L. thanks the management of
the Quality Inn, located on Route 7 in
Lenox, for providing us with an ideal ] ey ¢
location for winter programs, and for o Caverl.y' Edlmnam,ss"m”.t

4 Marge Lewis, Proofreading Assistant

its welcoming hospitality, accessible Wilma Michaels, Proofreading Assistant
parking, and comfortable classroom. X = . e

GJL.L.BOARD

Bonnie Desrosiers, Editor

(413) 442-5490
bdesrosl@berkshire.rr.com

Home
e-mail







