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Spring 2004 Semester

The Curriculum Committee has once again put together an ex-
citing and varied array of courses and lecturers to “whet” your appe-
tite. Nineteen courses will be offered at several locations: BCC Main
Campus, Canyon Ranch, Clark Art Institute, Hancock Shaker Vil-
fage and Simon’s Rock College. Courses begin on April 12 and run
through May 25. Refer to the catalog for exact times and dates.
The courses and locations are:

MONDAY — BCC Main Campus, Pittsfield

McCarthyism — Elliott Vines

Art History Perspectives — Maureen ]. Hickey

A Tapestry of Ideas: Numbers and Great Minds — T. Sullivan
Six Egyptian Pharaohs and Their Lasting Contributions — L. Congdon

TUESDAY — Canyon Ranch, Lenox
Pathways to Health — Gayle Andrew, Stephanie Beling, Marcia Bernstein,
Richard Butler, Jess Kielman, Mark Liponis, Kathie Swift

TUESDAY — Simon'’s Rock College, Great Barrington
The Psychology of Gender — Barbara Lafer

Eight Poets — James Kraft

Writers From the Other Europe — Bernard F. Rodgers, Jr.

TUESDAY — BCC Main Campus, Pittsfield
Great Books/Plays on Film — Nada Samuels, Paul Smilow, Harriet Vines

WEDNESDAY — Williamstown

Chekhov: The Comedy of Sadness — ]. Rosenberg (Williams College Faculty House)

Virtual Archaeology: Digitally Reconstructing Ancient World Sites — Donald H.
Sanders (Clark Art Institute)

Evolution of the Universe — Karen Kwitter (Williams College)

American History Through Documents — R. Volz (Williams College Chapin Library)

THURSDAY — Hancock Shaker Village, New Lebanon, NY

“Something Wicked This Way Comes”: The Tragedies of William Shakespeare —
Diane Hitter

Today’s Headlines — Ann Trabulsi, Richard Whitehead, Moderators

Irreplaceable Dance Treasures — Norton Owen

Health Care in the Berkshires III — Ruth Blodgett, Herbert Bote, Leslie
Fishbein, Alexander Kloman, Mark Pettus, Parvis Sadighi, Henry Tulgan

FRIDAY — BCC Main Campus, Pittsfield

Imaging in Meteorology, Astronomy, Medicine and Entertainment — Jerome M.
Auerbach, Robert Desrosiers, Robert B. Geehr, Stuart Masters, Elske Smith

Facets of Opera Performance — S. Gruber, M. Hecht, K. Kibler, W. Powers

INSTITUTE FOR LIFETIME

Bernard F. Rodgers, Jr.,
Karen Kwitter

LEARNING

RICHARD BAMBERY

Special Events

March 21: MusicWorks —
Hawthorne String Quartet, South
Congregational Church, Pittsfield

April 18: Alvin Ailey American
Dance Theater — Wang Theatre,
Boston

May 22: DIA Art Center — Beacon, NY
May 26: Convocation — BCC
June 24: Grupo Corpo— Jacob's Pillow

June 28: Berkshire Opera — Rigoletto,
Chapin Hall, Williams College

July 2: Berkshire Opera — Rigoletto,
BCC, Pittsfield

July 15: New York City Ballet, SPAC



President’s Message

As B.I.LL.L. enters its tenth year, I Our Educational Assistance Commit-
continue to be amazed at how our tee will use the information many of
organization expands with the passage you provided to establish a core group
of time. With over 1,000 members, we of mentors for BCC. We are very
are at an all-time high. And with pleased that we can provide this ser-
increased size, have come increased vice to a college which has done so
opportunities. New members mean much for us. If you would like more
new ideas and new skills. I have asked information about this program, con-
all of our committee chairs to add new tact the office for details.
members to their committees in We still hope to develop an
order to take advantage of these talents. Extended Travel Program for our
Each of you has a contribution to members. Please respond to the survey
make, and B.L.L.L. thanks you for your that the committee has prepared. We
efforts. want to determine if this is a program

This spring, we will begin to that interests our members. Your
implement one of these new ideas. Board and committees are anxious to

provide expanded services, but we
need to know what it is that you want.
Please keep the ideas for new activi-
ties coming.

Meanwhile, be sure to mark Septem-
ber 12, 2004, on your calendar. That
is the date of our 10th Anniversary
Celebration. The committee planning
this event has been responsive to your
suggestions, and you will be pleased
with their efforts.
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A Journey of Light

From the leadership of Audrey
Schlanger and Barbara Greenbaum
to the delicious scones baked by
Carol Sabot, Rembrandt’s Journey
was a very special event. Musings
are a lasting benefit of our Octo-
ber trip to the Museum of Fine
Arts in Boston.

Because we had been treated
to a warm-up seminar on
Rembrandt the previous week,
along with an informative video
en route to the M.FA., B.I.L.L. i
members were prepared for s
their very own insight into the
genius of the Dutch master. This . R et : :
outstanding exhibition displayed ernbrandt’s Self-Portrait in a Cap (1630) |
more than 200 etchings, engravings and paintings from all periods of the artist’s
career. In each, the artist brings forth an inner light that connects with the
viewer.

Throughout the exhibit, Rembrandt portrays human beings with individual
feelings. When viewing his Night Watch, a flamboyant Baroque ruler, Samson or
his self-portraits of a lonely, debt-ridden man, we meditate on what makes each
of us unique.

The artist’s use of light — from within the darkness of a landscape, from the
almost black darkness of a room and from the darkness in the human soul — is
a spiritual experience. The fine line defining a painting as spiritual rather than
religious can evoke limitless opinions and definitions. For some, “Let there be
light” is a Biblical reference to the Creator and therefore strictly religious; 1
believe, in Rembrandt’s work, the creation of light by the artist is spiritual.
Rembrandt’s Journey could as well be called A Journey of Light.

— Anne Lostrangio

Educational
Assistance

The Educational Assistance Com-
mittee has met with Christine
DeGregorio, Coordinator for the TRIO
Program at BCC, and she is very
enthusiastic about B.I.LL.L. members
mentoring students in her program.
Over 75 of our members have replied
to a Career Survey. A reference book
is being compiled with a list of the
career experiences of our members,
and they will be called upon for their
help as needed.

Thanks to the committee and to all
who participated in the survey. Watch
for updates!

— Sue Gorham, Chair
Educational Assistance
Committee
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